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UNTO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
THOMAS ELDER, 


10 RD PROVOST OF EDINBURGH, 
| PR ES ES; 


AND THE. OTHER HONOURABLE MEMBERS 
or THE CONVENTION OF THE. 
jj | ROYAL BOROUGHS | 
of. 


bora 


Nr Lo. AND GrNTIEMEx, 


A DESIRE to bring under 7 review the more 
triking features of thoſe ſolemn and im- 
portant obligations which are binding upon 
every BURGESS, in conſequenceof his OArn, 
and thereby to awaken his attention to their 
' ſerious import, induced me to devote a few 
leifure hours to the ſubject. Whether I 
have been ſucceſsful i in the arrangement and 
diſcuſſion of its various and intereſting par- 
ticulars, is left for your ſuperior ws el 
13 to determine. | 


Res That the tb God might prove 7 
of public utility, by calling back erring 
_ Brethren, who may have in a heedleſs and 
wo: le hour To. from the path of 

1 


„„ DEDICATION. 


| duty, and that they may operate as a mean 
of fortifying their minds againſt future de- 


viations, were wy primary e 


3 


Under the influence, 8 of theſe. 
ſentiments, they are humbly preſented to 
you, in the flattering expectation, that the 
PATRONAGE which your elevated, exten- 
froe, and important | ſituations enable you to 
give, will be granted to their more * GENE- 
RAL CIRCULATION. | | 


The uncommon n decline of RELTIOIOUs, 
Mon al, and Pol iT IAT Virtue, which 
is ſo apparent throughout the Kingdom, is 
A circumſtance truly alarming, and calls for 
every EXERTION to check its further 8 
reſe and dangerous conſequences. 1 05 


* 


That theſe OBSERVATIONS) therefore, on. 
the MEANING and extent of the BuRoEss, 
OarTn, may have, UNDER YOUR, PATRON- 

AGE, theſe happy effects on the minds of 

my fellow 1 CARSTns, is s che fincere with 
” De | 

* Lord and Gentlemen, = 


Fo 8 "Your moſt Obedient, 


And very Humble Servant, IM 
THOS. SOMMERS. | 


LES, 
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. MEANING AND EXTENT: 


1 


OF THE. 


BURGESS: 04 TH, So. 


1 „ 
” 16 AMES ACN Te 4 : 
„ 12 a 8 kd, 
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ls hits 
s, many 1 ond. Aifficulties, conſe- 


a EY TE) 
2 


meaning and extent of the Oath taken at 
the admiffion of every Burgeſs, I have uſed 


die liberty, ſo far as my judgment and 


1 lead me, and the literal im- 
It of the words ſuggeſt, to give a plain 
ald unambiguous explanation of that Oath; 


and that, not only for the benefit of thoſe 


who mean” to become Burgeſſes, but for 


thoſe alſo ho are, but whoſe youth, inat- 


tention, or 5 may ehen them to 
err, | 


quently diſputes, have ariſen, reſpecting the 


: F - * 
. 
8 3 A - * * a : \ 
: * þ * 7 * * 2 * — * * vw 7 ® 1 : 
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Here; however, I muſt premiſe, that, upon 


5 the idea that ALL men believe in the exiſ- 


tence of a DEITY, whoſe OMNISCIENCE 

beholds, and whoſe oM NIPOTENCE can pu- 
niſh every deviation from TRUTH, an appeal 
to that DEITY, in confirmation of truth, 
conſtitutes the E88ENCE of an Oath. 


=. But ſuch is the lapſed ſtate of man, ſuch 

the degeneracy, nay the depravity of his 

nature, that however he may reſolve and 

determine to enter upon, and perſevere in - 

the road of duty, that reſolution may, from 

1 a variety of cauſes, not only be ſhaken, bat 

| actually overturned. Hence ariſes the ne- 

ceſſity of an Oath, or ſolemn e to 
5 his 1 INTEGRITY. 1 

Te may alſo be obſerved, that; although 

man is naturally a ſocial creature, and power- 

fully inclined to promote, in connection with 

his ou, the happineſs of others; circum- 

_ ſtances and ſituations may weaken, ah ra- | 

di cate that inclination. = 


With | 


175 


Wich a view, thetefore; to guard {tat 
deviations from RECTITUDE on the one 
| fide, and to puniſh thoſe deviations when 
they occur on the other, Sr ATES and Com- 
MUNITIES have wiſely impoſed OA T Hs; 
an adherence to the ſpirit and letter of 
which will moſt effectually preſerve tlie in- 
 tegrity, and promote the ſafety and happineſs 

of ALL. That the Buxenss Oath has ſuch 
a tendency, falls now (after reciting the 
Oath 22255 to be eonſidered. pO 


1 
* 


(+: 


> « 1 * 2 — * 
4 : . / ; LY * * . 
„ 5 2 . * * = "Y * * - ; 7 . - y 
"I 3 : 
z "| , "WE. 3. 5. ** : =» 2 - ' 0 Y 
s * 7 £ wI. ” 3 * ” 1 * » 
. 3 N * -& 5 Adv: * N ; $2 5 
1 * 
* 
- 4 
a 
L 
4 & . > 
* » * 
8 t - 4 >: 4 4 2. 


6 Hire I proteſt befare Goa be your 
Lordfhip: (Dean of Gild) that I profes 
_ © and AzLow with my HEART the TRUE 
„ RELIGION preſently profeſſed within this 
<« Realm, and authoriſed by the Laws there- 
* of. I'8HALL abyde thereat and defend the 
« ſame to my LIrE's end, RENOUNCING 

66 ws Roman RELIGION called Pals r- 
I ſhall be LEII and TRUE to our 
| 9 SOVEREIGN 


0 


* 


s execution of their offices with my Body 


and Goops, I ſhall not colour unfree- 


mens goods under colour of mine own. 
40 
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ſame for ever; and e/þectally, I ſhall not 


te 
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SOVEREIGN Lonp KING GEORGE. 


the THIRD and his SUCCESSORS ; to 


the ProvosT and Baillies of this Burgh. 
I ſhall obey the Officers of this Burgb; 


* fortify, maintain, and defend them in the 


I ſhall not purchaſe Lordſhips nor au- 
thorities, contrary to the freedom of this 


Burgh. In all zaxations, watchings, and 


wardings, and all other public burdens to 


be laid upon this Burgh, I ſhall willingly 


bear my part as I am commanded by the 
MAGISTRATES thereof, and ſhall not 
purchaſe nor uſe exemptions to be free 


thereof, renouncing the benefit of the 


project nor procure any monopolies, be 
partner in any, directly or indirectly. 
And finally, I ſhall not attempt nor do 


any thing hurtful to the LIBERTIES and 


common well of this Burgh ; and, ſo oft 


as I break any part of this my Or E, I 


oblige to pay to the common affairs * 
| * of 


JE) 
| 


| 9 8 4 
Ge: 
a WV . 
/ 7 
% RC 1 
. - 1 > 


3 9) ie... 


u of one Sadr Pounds Scots, money, | 
and ſhall remain in ward while payment. 
«© 80 HELP ME Gop.” n ich 


—. 


This . may "bs divided into four 
ſeparate and diſtin heads, VIZ, 3 


. 


=_ 1. Rer1610x, | 


" the s ALLEGIANCE to tis 8 
3. Resptcr and SunmissI0N to the 
AUTHORITY of the CivIL Mac- 
STRATE; And, | 


4. The DUTIES e Burgeſſss o owe to *I 
| other,” 8 | 


We ſhall nie theſe in pas addon 


The OaTH is very properly introduced 
with a ſolemn appeal to GoD, and a belief | 
in his OMN1sCIENCE. This is implied mn 
the terms before, or. in preſence of Gop. 
A firm perſuaſion of this great TRUTH 
forms the baſis of the obligation ; and, when 
- the W is properly informed and "duly - 
1 


* 


* 
Dan A * — 
2 . 
— $ : 7 
; * 


pte it is almoſt b impottbl a chat ny, 
can commit a breach of it. 8 | 


4 


£ . 
K . e 


Thus priate; the BURGESS ſwears, © I 
proteſt before. Gop,” &c. , Here nominal | 
. Chriſtianity alone is not ſufficient, we muſt 
allow and BELIEVE in our HEART the 
TRUE RELIGION, viz. the PROTESTANT, 
as ESTABLISHED by Law in ScoTLAND. | 
It is not enough that we profeſs, but we 
muſt ſo PRACTISE and abyde by that TRUE 
RELIGION, as to DEFEND the ſame even 
to our LI EE'Ss END. And, as a farther proof 
of our ſincerity, we muſt renounce, or ra- 
ther regjef, the Roman RELIOTON called 
PAPISTRY, as exhibiting a ſyſtem of er- 
roneous DOCTRINE,. not only dangerous to 
our more important and eternal intereſt, 
but as ſubverſive of CIVIL LiBgERTY alſo; 
for, it is an incontrovertible fact, that, | 
wherever we find that ſyſtem of N en 
eſtabliſhed, and prevail, CIVIL LIBER T is 
leſs #nowwn and enjoyed. Witneſs the king- 
doms of SPAIN and PORTUGAL, where 
PopkRY with all its e ſtorial ſeverity 


reigns. i 0 F p 


- ( 1 1 


The TRUE RELIGION is, like its blade 
: Founder, PEACEFUL, MEEK, and MERCI- 
FUL. It captivates the HEART and AFFEC- 
TIONS, ſoftens the manners, and regulates 
the life, by its Hure, happy, truly INTRIN= 
SIC WORTH and PERSUASIVE PRINCIPLES. 
It needs only to be KNOWN, in order to its 
being EMBRACED,;. and the better it is UN= 
DERSTOOD, our attachment to it will be the 
ſtronger, and our charity towards one an- 
other operate accordingly. Thoſe little 
diſtinctions which have W place from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, are in themſelves ſo 
inconſiderable, as to ſcarcely. juſtify. thoſe 
heats and jealouſies which ſometimes appear 
in the conduct of Dyſenters, and thoſe of 
the eſtabliſhment towards each other. TRUE 
RELIGION condemns ſuch a ſpirit in both, 
( Ye hnow not what ſpirit 3e are of?” ) and 
rather invites to mutual forbearance, upon 
this idea, that the doctrines taught and be- 
lieved by both are e/entially the ſame. They 
eſtabliſh the ſame. great and oNLy founda- 
tion of HOPE. They enjoin the ſame Mo- 
RAL duties, and propoſe the ſame i important 


Fd, VIZ. ETERNAL HAPPINESS | TON 
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Mere r cannot help remarking, that a 


a humane, and virtuous BRITISH Le- 


giſlature, have recently own to every | 


BvRoGEss, nay to every ſubject, an exam- 
ple of moderation truly worthy of imitation, 


by repealing certain penal ſtatutes againſt 
Roman CAaTHOLICs. However juſt and 


prudential thoſe Laws might be at the time 
waen they were firſt enacted, the ſame ne- 
ceſſity exiſts not at this period of moderation. 
The ideas of mankind have become more 
expanded, and the votaries of that Religion 


have, from BRITISH indulgence, in a great 


"meaſure relaxed the muſcles of their bigotry. 
BRITAIN, whoſe National boaſt is Religions 


and Civil Liberty in their greateſt extent, 
could not fail to make ſome impreſſion on 
their minds. They have accordingly reful- 
ed to obey the PAPAL' AUTHORITY of the 
fee of Rome. "Many. of their Clergy and 
Laity have qualified to the ſtate, and ſeem 
conſcious that they live under a mild, juſt, 


; and equitable Government, and on theſe ac- 


counts entitled” to 3 alk: 250 and ſubmiſ. 
4 NY 8 


$45 a g 
. 
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Bo”. That the powers that be are e ordained 
u of God,“ we have from the higheſt au- 
thority. We hope thoſe of that perſuaſion be- 
lieve in this truth, and will act under its in- 
fluence, and by doing ſo they will with e- 
qual readineſs ſubſcribe, that whenever re- 
ligion prevails, Anarchy in the ſtate muſt be 
the conſequence, and that they with their 
fellow ſubjects will feel its dire effects. 
ſtate without RELIGION, is like the body 
without the /oul; RELIGION animates the 
whole ſyſtem. Its influence pervades every 
department of the ſtate. It directs the Le- 
giſlature, and conducts ADMINISTRATION - 
to virtuous and patriotic meaſures, It diſſe- 
minates happineſs to all ranks. © It makes 
* our cities rejoice, and righteouſneſs oy iy 
run down their ftrects as a mighty river. 
In ſhort, TRUE RELIGION is, © dove, jon 
* peace,e long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, e 
« faith, meekneſs, and temperance.” It is; 
e to do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly 


“ with.our God.” Theſe are the Chriſtian - - 


virtues enjoined by the GOSPEL, and theſe 


our, duty as taught by the PROPHETS. 


. Having 


* 
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Having thus briefly ſtated the fir/t part of 
tte obligation, which reſpects RELIGION, I 
hall next conſider what is e in the 
en, N 
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| © ALLEGIANCE #0:the KING. 


"ap Here a wide and extenſive field of duty | 
opens to our view; and at no period were 
thoſe duties which this branch of the OaTH 
enjoin more neceſſary. and hag leſs art 
„ "a at: 5 not 8 im- br 
fue x high reſpect, and ſacred regard for 
Bit perſon, but ad 24] to his AUTHO-. 
RITY;as8.communicated to us through the 
Channel of his Laws, and the ſanction of 
his Parliament. It is not enough that we 
join with the Multitude, in ſaying «:Gop 
*& SAVE THE KING?!” „Loro LIVE THE 
| 1 Kine?” Although this 18 a proper ex- 


1 


4 


preſſion 9 


0 15 | | \ 


1 


preſſion of our Loyalty, ave muſt do more; 
we muſt; at the riſ& of our own lives and 
fortunes, prote# his perſon, We muſt check, 
to the utmoſt of our power, every attempt 
to endanger it. We muſt uſe every influ- 
ence of which we are e e to in date £ 
| others to a aan conduct. e 

ke But RO PR E FR | che King Kopp not 
here; it does not conſiſt altogether in a re- 
ſpect to his penn; it implies alſo an AT- 
TACHMENT to the CONSTITUTION; a 
term often uſed, but alas! too little Ane. 
ſtood. In order, however, to our knowing 
it better, and of conſequence valuing it as 
wie ougght, and as ſettled at the GLORIOUS) | 
REVOLUTION, let us look around us, and 
take a view of the neighbouring nations, 
examine their various Conſtitutions Sacred 
and Civil, and in particular that of F RANCE, 
and then judge, what Britons ought fo. be . 
Take a review alfo of the wonderful interpo- 
ſitions of Heaven in our behalf as a Nation, 
by firſt emancipating our cHuRCH from 
1 i/D error and nen, and our STATE 
from 


Ea AY 


from Deſpotic Government, and fixing both 
upon a firm, happy, and laſting foundation. 
Reflect but for a moment on the price of 
blood and treaſure paid for thoſe bleſſings, 
and then ſay, whether we ought to ex- 
change them for French 1NFIDELITY, AN- 
ARCHY, BLOODSHED and MISERY? From. 
ſuch a contagion good Lord deliver us! May 
God fortify the mind of eyery Briton againſt 
the :n/eon, by placing in his view, and in 


their proper light, thoſe privileges and in- 


valuable bleſſings which bs Ris birth-right 
he i 18 e to enjoy ! 25 [ 


| 8 however, to tell, oY 8 are 
even ſome who call themſelves. BRITONs, 
and yet approve of French Principles! who 
exult in every temporary advantage which 
its /anguinary CONVENTION and deluded 
- SOLDIERY gain over the BRITIsRH ! Nay, 
they ſtalk even at noon-day, and retail to 
their fellow Citizens thoſe advantages, with 
every circumſtance of exapgerated triumph! 
Here, however, they ſtop not ; they repair 
to their nedurnal chubs, and there, with elat- 


1 . f | "oo 


! 
ed countenance and extended voice, with . 


each other joy! with bumpers to a continua- 
tion of W b e 


Hors 1 will be bold to ſai: that if hong | 
are any of this deſcription who ſtand in the 
character of Bux Ess ES, they are not only 
traitors to their „ but 
e in the _ 9 Kock 5 


Arden TO THE 50 further im- 
ports, a reſpefful conformity to the laws of 
the land. As thoſe laws derive their exiſ- 
tence and authority from the united wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature, they become binding on 
the ſubject, as the rule or guide of his con- 
duct; and every breach thereof ſubjects 
him to certain penalties and puniſhments. 
Thoſe of a civil nature may affect his pro- 
perty, while thoſe of a CRIMINAL, his Ber- 
ſonal liberty or /e. They are, however, ſo 
mild and generally underſtood, that every 
treſſpaſs or violation committed againſt, 


them may be conſidered as juſtly deſerving 


the PERRIN: or puniſhment. annexed. In 
; | e 


( 18) 


8 proportion, therefore, as thoſe e are RO ITY 


ed, property becomes ſecure, perſonal liber- 


ty and life enjoyed. On the contrary, when 


diſobedience to the laws prevail, when popu- 
lar frenzy and a Democratic ſpirit obtains, 


confuſion, inteſtine broils, and rebellion, afflict 


the Nation. Aſociations formed through- 
out the Iſland for thoſe diabolical. purpoſes 
have been juſtly checked, and thoſe who. 
were moſt active in the hoſtile ſcene pu- 
niſhed. To the manly firmneſs of the Le- 
giflature and Adminiftration, the majeſty of 
che Jaws, and the vigilance of our judges, 
weowe under God this Jeafonable, this mira- 


* Weliverdtioe: 1 


Ts i poſſible gt: we can as yet have for- 
gotten two moſt important periods of our 
national hiſtory, viz. 1715, and 1745, when 


| Inteſtine broil, and actual rebellion, with all 


theirdireful conſequences, made their appear- 
ance in our happy land? And what were 


 - thoſe conſequences ? Where are now many 


of - thoſe great and noble families that once 
graced and dignified our ancient nation? 
. e Are 


on 


(97) 


Are there not many of them next to obli- 
vion ? And what is become of their ſtately 
Palaces? Methinks I ſee the rueful memo- 

rials of a magnificent Caſtle, all diſmantled 
and quite demoliſhed ! It gives a ſhading 

ſolemnity to the more lively parts of nature's 
picture; and attempers the rural delight with 
ſome touches of alarming dread! Rebellion, 

DESTRUCTIVE Rebellion, has ſnatched. the 
ſcythe from the hand of time, and hurried 

on the ſteps of deſtiny. Thoſe broken co- 
lumns and battered walls; thoſe proſtrate 
towers and battlements daſhed to the ground, 
carry evident marks of an immature down» 

fal. They were built for ages, and for ages 
might have ſtood a defence and accommo- 
dation to generations yet unborn, if haply 
they had eſcaped the dire aſſault of hoſtile 
rage. Now, alas! nothing but deſolation 
haunts the ſavage retreat. The ample arch; 
es of the bridge, which ſo often tranſmitted 
the wondering paſſenger along their pencil 

Way, lie buried in the dreary moat. Thoſe 

relies of the maſſy portals, naked and aban- 

doned, ſeem to DEmoan their melancholy | 
| | 6 condftion 


9 


„ 


„ 


condition. No ſplendid chariots, with their 


gay retenue, frequent the ſolitary avenue; 
no needy ſteps, with cheerful expectations, 
beſiege the once bountiful gate, but all is a 
miſerable, forlorn, hideous pile of rubbiſh ! 


= How dreadful then the ravages of CIVII 
DISCORD ! Wherever that infernal fury 
ſtalks, ſhe marks her ſteps in blood, and 
leaves opulent cities and magnificent pala- 
ces a ruinous heap !- In thoſe days of hoſtile 
darkneſs, how languid to the fight are all 
the dewy landſcapes of Spring? How inſi- 
pid to the taſte are all the delicious flavours 
of Autumn? When the nation is over-run 
with armies, and embroiled in laughter, in- 


| Read of a calm acquieſcence in our portion, 


-our very lives hang in continual ſuſpenſe ! 


Such are a few of the many fatal conſe- 


quences which this nation has experienced 


from CIvII DISCORD. Do thoſe then de- 


ſerve well of their country, who, by their 


reſtleſs, SEDITIOUs, nay TREASONABLE 


1 practices, have been endeavouring a r epeti- 
1 FVV tion 


i} 


- 
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| um of enn ? Are they indueed to A duch 
a part from the preſent virluduus conduct of 
FRANCE? Is that nation in ſuch a:-bappyy 
praſperous, and tranquil ſtate, as to become 
a model for our imitation? Are an exiled 
Nability, a degraded Clergy, a delbroned and 
MvuRDERED KINO and QUEEN, a captive 
Prince, a BAN Is HED RELIGION, and /laugh+ 
tered thouſands, proofs of that happy, proſe 
perous, and tranquil tate ? Surely not. All, 
all theſe things, and many more of which 
they have been guilty, call aloud to Hz 4- 
vEx for merited puniſhment, and in its own 
| good time will exhibit them to the world 
as a monument of its divine vengeance 3 
and thereby teach this uſeful and important 
lefſon to ſurrounding nations, that iHelity, 
as to RELIGION, will ever produce ANAR- | 
_ eny in the ante and certain DESTRUCTION 8 
„ e eee eee eee 


er da. 4 how important 1b 0 
l of INTERNAL, NATIONAL peace! 
Conſequently, how criminal the conduct of 
| thoſe who would endeavour to deprive us 
* them! . FRACE,, at her leiſure, plans and 


a ' 
Fl E 


BD leads 8 


2x 22. "oy ; ow 


leads: out Induftry to execute all 10 noble 

improvements in AGRICULTURE, | COM» 
MERCE, 'ARCHITECTURE; and SCIENCE, 
| which we behold on every ſide. PEACE 
ſets the mark of property on our poſſeſſions, 
and bids Fuſtice guarrantee them to our en- 
joyment. PEACE ſpreads over us the bane 
ner of the Laws, while free from autrage, 
and ſecure from injury, we taſte the milk 
and the NG of our honeſt toil, 12 


1 Faction, den 3 e 1 | 
"TREASON, be aſhamed to rear their 'bane- 
ful, guilty heads : : May they, from hence- 
forth, with their aſſociate rapine, and inſa- 
tiable purveyor ambition, be baniſhed to the 
loweſt regions; branded with everlaſting 
infamy, and bound in adamantine chains; 
there let them gnaſh their teeth and bite 
the inevitable curb; while PEACE deſcend- 
ing from her native Heaven, bids her olives 
ſpring amidſt the joyful nations; and Plenty | 
in league with COMMERCE, ſcatter bleſſings - 
from her copious horn; while gladneſs 

miles in every eye, and Love, extenſive, 
Ee love, MY the partition wall of 
gotry, 


— 
I — 

» 

x 


( 87: 
bigotry, cements every heart in BROTHERLY 
| econ. 


5 1 0 . RR: celefiial _ 
tant PEACE, with thy train of choiſeſt bleſ- | 
ſings, and make thy ſtated, thy favourite 
abode, in our ISLE, that every breaſt may 
be animated with thy power, and every 
Community, every INDIVI DUAL, may wear 
thy reſplendent badge; then ſhall it be the 
leaſt ingredient of our public felicity, that 
the ſword of ſlaughter is beaten into a 
plough-ſhare; and the once bloody ſpear 
Into a pruning-hook. It ſhall be the loweſt 
upon the liſt of our common bleſſings, that 
violence is no more heard in our land, waſ- 
ting nor deſtruction within our borders ; ; 
our very © officers will be peace, and our ex- 
« acters righteouſneſs”: Then ſhall Commerce 
flouriſh uninterrupted, and Trade enrich our 
Iſle : Then ſhall Faction and oppreſſion bluſh 
to appear; concord and en ee 
n | . | #80 


We mall no who our 8 of this part 
of the ſubj ect, and proceed to conſider what | 


I8 eG, in En 
| RESPECT 
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Rxsrrcr 3 SUpMISSION to $M Ay- 
| | THORITY of the CrviL MAGISTRATE. : | 


lere, as in a fecond part of the obliga- 
tion, our reſpec and ſubmi Non muſt be evi- i 
denced by more than woRDs ; for, although 
the department of the CIVIL MAGISTRATE 
is more limited, becauſe more local than that | 
of the SOVEREIGN, there is a certain fur 
bordinate reſpect which the Bu ROSS ought 
to pay, and which the MacisTRATE has a 7 
right to demand. And, you will obſerve, 
that this reſpect immediately follows that 
which is due to the KING: 70 the. Pro- | 
VOST and Fi of this b Burgh. 1 


| What £ is the FRE gs what the a 
extent of that reſpect? Theſe will be beſt 
aſcertained when we take a view of the two, 

great ſources from whence the authority b 
flows, viz. Royal Charters corroborated by 
Parliament, and the free ſuffrages of Incor- 


"Fe Burgefes POE ER #0. . | 
| That | 


25 7 


That it is one of the Royal prerogatives 
to grant Charters will not be diſputed; and 
that thoſe Charters,corroborated and ſantioned 


by Parliament, give them the force of a C. 


flitutional act, will alſo be admitted. The 
Incorporated Societies thus eſtabliſhed (whe- 


ther of Merchants or Freemen) are veſted 


with powers to delegate part of their num- 


ber to form a CouNCcir, and that Council 
to chooſe a MacisTRACcY. From theſe 


united ſources. they were accordingly ap- 
pointed, and by the ſame 1 means ak are 
ſtill e | | 


i Theſe Ma 3 8, thus choſen, enter 


upon duty, whether judicial or otherwiſe, 


and are entitled, in the execution of that 


duty, to every mark of RESPECT and su- 
MISSION from their fellow Burgeſſes. 


The nature of that SUBMISSION is ex- 


preſſed by a regard for, and reſpeckful ap- 
1 : proach to their PERSONS, on all occaſions, 


not only when they are in the immediate 


execution of their MAac1$TERIAL duty, 


but in the more private intercourſe of heir 


and 


N 


* renn, 
: * 1 8 . a TOW ADs N 
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and our. profeſſional n ; nay, When 

we meet them on the freer, they are entit- 

led to our obeyſance and polite attention. 

| | : Remember they are appointed as the guar- 
| 


dans of our municiple laws and privileges; 

are to take cogniſance of every breach there- 
of; apply thoſe laws to Wen rranſgrefſor, | 
„ _ 22 him e eee Pe n 


5 1 Hind of EXTENT, the BURGzss is | 

farther bound by his OATH, as therein ex- 

preſſed, To fortify, maintain, and defend 
« them 1 in the EXECUTION of their Ori- 
« Es with my Bop and Goops.” We \ 
are upon every. occaſion to be at their call, 
to aid their virtuous and patriotic exertions 
in preſerving the PEACE and GOOD ORDER 
of the City. In all Tzxations, N. atchings, 
"Mw and W. 8 and all Aae public bur- 
dens 


| . 1 been ew, and juſtly remarked, that e i is 
BE not a City i in Europe, the Government and Police of 
5 | of which are equal, far leſs sv»ErIOR to thoſe bf the City 
| 5 of Evixnyuzcn. No ſooner are depredations committed 
than their daring authors are ſeized and brought to con- 
_ dign puniſhment. Therefore, there are fewer Exzcu- 
rioxs for MURDER, Rossey, and Theft, than in any 
other City. | 
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dens to be laid upon this Bangs FE mall 


* willingly bear my part as I am command 


“ ed by the MAGISTRATES thereof, &c. 


He, therefore, who refuſes to pay the com- 
mon burdens of the Burgh is guilty of a 


breach, not only of reſbect due to the au- 
thority of the CIVIL MAOGIST RATE, but of 


his Burg OArH. He who evades a juſt 
account of thoſe articles which are liable in 
the payment of certain duties is equally 


Guter. He who © ee unfreemens 


6. goods in colour of his own”. is guilty of 
PmxJuRy. He who, by ligbt weights, or 

falſe meaſures, retails the articles of his pro- 
feſſion, deceivet and robs: the public, and 
fets at nought the authority and regulations 


of the CIVIL MAcisTRATE: © He who - 


ſhall at any time be aiding and aff Ming i in 
the PUBLICATION: or CIRCULATION of 
hand-bills, tending to difaffe@ his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, or hold up to contempt MAJESTE- 


RIAL AUTHORITY, is highly puniſhable by 


: Law, and has committed a breach of his 


Boxcoss OATH. He who joins in any mob 


or e acts in contempt of the original 
) tenor 
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tenor of his apprentice indenture, and of 
MAGISTERIAL AUTHORITY, endangers 
his on and his neighbour's life and property. 
He who attempts (however unſucceſsful ) 
“ any thing hurtful to the LiRERT1ES and 
ce common -weil of this Burgh,” ſhews he is 
an enemy to its beft intereſts, © and given to 

change.” He who is regardleſs, and lives 


in the habitual neglect of the ordinances of 


RELIGION, and the inſtitutions of public 
worſhip, and thereby proves a ftumbling- 


Black to his children, ſervants, and apprenti- 
ces, is an enemy to the © common veil” of the 


Burgh; contemns the authority of the Laws, 


and the example of the Civiz Macr- 


STRATE. He who deſpiſes the inſtructions 
of the MINISTERS of RELIGION, and refu- 
ſes his aid for their ſupport, is a bad mem- 


ber of Society, and therefore an enemy to 


the © common weil” of the Burgh. He who 
is deaf to the calls of the a:/iref/ed, the poor 
and the needy, (who in this city are nume- 


rous), ſets at defiance the Laws of God, the 
example of the virtuous, and the feelings of 
| HUMANITY 3 ; lives deſpiſed, and dies unre- 


grelle. | 


3 


( 29 ) 


 gretted. In ſhort, the higheſt reſþe& we can 
pay to the authority of the CIVIL MAdi- 
STRATE, is to reverence and obey the Laws 
of the LanD, adhere moſt ſcrupulouſly 
to the principles of RELIGION, the PRAC-. 
TICE of every moral, relative, and political 
virtue. Acting under their influence, we 
will be induced, and moſt cheerfully inclin- 
ed, to reſpect our SUPERIORS, be affable 
to our EQUALS, conde eſcending, yu and 
obliging to our ee 


un 9 civil FEST Ws fied, will ; 
prove the conflant reſidence of the viRTU= 
os; the ſeat of PEACE, genuine LIBERTY, 
'$CIENCE, and TRADE. Our UNIVERSITY, 
both externally and internally, will become 
more and more the admiration of Europe; 
our Cours of Law, the pure and una- 
dulterated ſtreams of public juſtice. 


HFaving thus traced (as it were) the out- 
lines of what I underſtand to be reſþe# to 
the authority of the Civic MacisTRATE, 
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I ſhall laſtly attempt to delineate, what | ap 


J are the duties winch 


Boerse OWE TO FACR OTHER, 5 


wy Although a ral: ar Country life may in 


many reſpeQs have the preference to that of 
a Town, or CiTy ſphere of action, yet the 


latter, to a man of BUSINESS, will be conſid- 


pr ofitable. Both, however, have th eir advan- 


tages, and both their inconveniences. It 


is to. thoſe placed in the laſt mentioned fitu+ 


ation our obſervations are to be confined. 


We mean, therefore, to point out a few of 


thoſe reciprocal duties Which BuRGEsSEs 


owe to each other when thus lituated, 


* 


ee viewahan e men 
wee ho ſame Society or Incorporation, 


and then, as they ſtand connected with the 
community of BURGESSES at large. 


1 / 
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1 
As fellow members of an INCORPORA- 
TION, whether of MERCHANTS, or TRA DESG= 
MEN, it matters not, a ſpirit of union or con- 


cord is abſolutely neceſſary. Without this, 


inſtead of making one another mutually HA P- 


pr, they will prove each other's TORMEN- 
TO 


thoſe bye Laws occaſionally enacted, were 


made to operate for the good of the 2vhole, 
conſequently, for the intereſt of every 


individual, their authority ſhould be held 


cord be cultivated and preſerved. This is | 
abſolutely neceſſary towards their enjoying 


3 
EF 


facred and binding, 'and their great .and 
important objects moſt aſſiduouſſy purſued. 


That a ſpirit of anion or concord, therefore, 


is the beſt and moſt laſting ſecurity they can 
propoſe for the obtaining of thoſe objects, it 
is of the laſt importance that union or con- 


_ nn from the een, 2 75 


Let us view aa fame of the 3 


effects of concord in various other caſes. 
| It 


As it is to be preſumed, the general and 
flanding Laws of every Incorporation,” and 


X,, 48) 


ft ſupports, protects, and defends the ſtate 
againſt the attacks of enemies; for, a ſtate in 
concord, ig formidable to ſurrounding Na- 
tions, becauſe it is equally guarded on all 
ſides, and the ſame principle that actuates 
any one member, actuates the who/e, Such 
a ſtate is envied in PEACE, and formidable 
| in WAR. To it, civil broils and inteſtine com- 
"I ' - Motions are utter ſtrangers : So that it may 


py 
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1 8 be ſaid, to exif, and flouriſh, not ſo much 
= by Military ſcience or the number of its ſol- 
| 5 diers, as by che unity and concord of f its FOE: : 
123 _ 
: = A King of Sparta being med, Why he 
18 did not fortify Sparta with walls and towers, 
i for the better ſecurity of the Citizens, and 
protection of peace and induſtry ? very pro- 
perly anſwered, That the ſufety of Sparta 
- depended not on the thickneſs of walls, the 
} height of towers, or firength of FoRTIFICA- 
i" * TIONs, but on the amity, concord, and har- 
14 mony that reigned in the minds of its inhabi- 
iN tants. And to another aſking, Why Sparta 
| 4 ; | had no walls? He, turning to the Citizens 
it pts muſtered | in arms that day, ſaid, See, behold 
_ FED the 
= 
_ we \ 
== 2 
1M 
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the walls of Sparta, which, as no 'Archite& ET 


can build, ſo no enemy can level with the 

ground. —CoNCoRD is Sparta's defence; 
nor is Sparta, though deſtitute of walls, deſ- 
titute of virtue; for know, ſtranger; that 
where CONCORD dwells, there, there VIR- 
UE muſt exiſt. 


Selrio ArxieAxus the Roman Gene- 
al being aſked, How it happened, that, after 
being ſo often defeated: by the Numantines, 
he had at laſt totally vanquiſhed thoſe vic- 
tors? anſwered, CONCORD gave me. vidtory, 

'DISCORD 45 efeat. | 


' ConcokD- is the mother of National 


greatneſs, the nurſe of peace, and concomi- 
tant of plenty. CONCORD is the ſoul of con- 
jugal felicity ; it is the golden adamantine 


chain that binds Heart, word, and /entiment ; 


it is the ſtrength and bond of Society; as 
its exertions are one and undivided, {01 its aim, 
5 your and end are one. 


co ilfe and foſters every hu- 


man virtue, eee and expels every 
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bad and vitious habit, and brings forth tlie 
arti for the happineſs and glory of man. 
CONCORD is the foundation of that fair fa- 
bric, which riſes by mutual aid, comes to 
perfection by unity of OFT and whoſe 
"" conſiſts of Ry” * 


By CONCORD a Kingdom is EE in 1 


felur, arts,” and ſciences ; it begets faith and 


mutual confidence, proves an enemy to dife 
truſt, jealouſy, and vice; baniſhes diſcontent 
and partial views, opens the heart to feel 
another's woe, to partake of another” s plea- 


Joe.” 9 85 | 129 85 
-Buz the 8 which SPN ative 


from CONCORD will appear in a ſtill more 


ſtriking point of view, when we contraſt 
them with thoſe d;/advantaget which natural. 


ty flow from, and are the off uy of Dis- 


4 


CORD. | bd 


The continual endeavours of DIscoRD, 


are to divide, ſeparate, and disjoin what NA- 


TURE has united, what humanity embraces, 


and what untverſal HARMONY wiſhes to 


make 


(ds 1) 


make one. By p18coRD, friend/bip is bie- 


lated, faith broke, unity agſtroyed, harmony un- 


hinged, mutual Love divided and weakened, 


and every tie of conſanguinity diſregarded; 


the Laws of HOSPITALITY fringed, MER» 
CY denied, JUSTICE with-brld, EQUITY ne- 


glected. 


Dare 1 open the annals of the | world, 


What effects of DIscoRD! What deſtroyed 
Rome? Discoxp. What deſtroyed Car- 


thage, Feruſalem, Corinth, Alexandria, Troy, 


and every other flouriſhing ſtate and Socie- 


ty? DiscorRD. What produced the pre- 
ſent, and indeed every former war, but 
DISCORDANT principles, paſſions, views, and 


mnterets ? And what will bring us back a- 
gain to a peateful, bappy, and tranquil ſtate? 
Nothing but anion of virtuous PRINCIPLES, 


paſſions better governed, ſimilarity of veiwws 
and zntere/is, viz. the HAPPINESS of MAN>- 


KIND. Until the contending powers are 


diſpoſed thus to act, WAR, deſtruftive WAR, 


will continue to be their and our portion 
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What a bleſſing then is CONCORD to ſo- 


ciety! In order however that every member 
may enjoy that bleſſing, it is neceſſary that 


ALL act from the fame principles, have the 


ame uieꝛos and intereſts, viz. the HAPPI- 
NESs of each other; conſequently the PROS- 


PERITY of the INCORPORATION. With 
a view, therefore, to preſerve order, and of 
courſe, UNION or CONCORD therein, a Pre- | 


ſes or DzACON +260: -roga 


This Wes! is of great antiquity, Rog: 55 bl 
; always been conſidered as a 'reſpefable ſta- 


tion. This, however, depends, in a great 
meaſure, upon the propriety with which the 


duties of it are diſcharged, - His powers 
are twofold, viz. his ſphere of action, ſo far 
as reſpeQs the internal concerns of the In- 
CORPORATION, and, as their REPRESEN= 
 TATIVE in the CouNcir of the Burgh, 


By the former, he is entitled to order meet- 
ings, conduct their proceedings, and, in fact, 


attend to the mal minute e ae of c 


* ren 
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An eaſy, fable, and condeſcending M AN- 5 


NER, will never fail to procure to him the 


favour and eſteem of the Incorporation. A 


ready and aſſiduous attention to the necef/ities 


of his decayed and fallen bach brethren, with 
an anxious concern for their more comfort- 
able ſubſiſtence and accommodation, will 


not only impart to his own mind a degree 
of PLEASURE, not to be deſcribed, but ad- 
miniſter to them a happineſs, which, from 
every other ſource, they deſpaired to enjoy. 


Here I could, with pleaſure, dwell upon the 


many little acts of Humanity which he might 
perform, with regard to the Wipow and 
the FATHERLESS. In order, however, to 
quicken his ſenſations, let me adviſe him 
to viſit and ,revi/it the darkſome abode of 


her ſolitary retreat, and liſten to the cries of 


infant neceſſity. There, there, he will find 
ample ſcope for the tendere/t feelings: of his 
ſoul, and may do honour to himfelf, the In- 
corporation, and the cauſe of humanity, in re- 
lieving them! Let him receive then with plea- 


ſure, and announce with joy, the deliverance 


given to petition in their favour, by granting 


. pecuniary relief to the one, education, ſubſift= 


ence, and cloathing, to the other. A Dr a- 
F CON 


1 


cox, by his other ſituation, as REPRESEN-= 


TATIVE. of the INCORPORATION in the 
Councir of the Burgh, has not only a 
ſhare in the management of its common 
affairs, but an immediate eleclor for its Re- 
preſentative in PARLIAMENT, a truſt of 
; great ä importance indeed, and which Was 
never more HONOURABLY- conferred than 
upon the PRESENT MEMBER; a gentleman, 
whoſe uncommon abilities, elevated ſitua- 


tion, and public ſpirit, do Hox oO to his 


country,” but which are far above the pen 


4 | of the humble author properly to deſcribe. 


It is the duty of a DEACON, as a mem- 
ber of the Cou NIL, to unite with the Ma- 
GISTRATES in every meaſure which tends 
to promote the general intereſts of the Com- 
MUNITY. Union in the Cou NCIL is as ne- 
ceſſary as in the Incorporation. One great 
| and only object, viz. the good of the Burgh, 

ought to be purſued by ALL ; and, here I 

muſt remark, that the preſent MaAGISTRA- 

cy, by their unwearied attention, active 
and ſucceſsful exertions to promote the im- 


. ornament, and revenue of the City“, 
as 


w a0 


*. 80 wake A FORO: (from the year 1763 60 


1793) is not perhaps to be equalled in ſo ſhort a period 
in any city of Europe, nor in the ſame city for two cen- 


| 


1 


| 


39) 


as well as to preſerve the peace, good. or- 
der, and happineſs thereof, are juſtly en- 
titled to the CONFIDENCE, conſequently to 
the THANKS, of every BURGEss, nay every 
INHABITANT. 


7 


The MAGISTRATES of EDINBURGH; 
by their peculiar ſituation, as placed to act 

in the METROPOLIS of the Kingdom, 
their duty becomes more complex and ar- 
duous, and their diſcharging that duty a 
right of greater importance. Their lauda- 
ble exertions, therefore, although local in 
their extent, ſhould operate by way of ex- 
ample as a ſpur of action to Magiſtrates in 
their different ſpheres throughout the king- 
dom, and thereby ſecure to their reſpective 
juriſdictions thoſe bleſſings of peace, in- 
duſtry, and good order, with which the In- 
habitants of EDINBURGH are {0 highly fa- 
voured. 


While I have endeavoured to point out 
ſome of the duties which are incumbent on 
. 225 


turies, taking all the alterations together. When the 
plans at preſent in contemplation are completed, Edin- 


burgh will be the moſt beautiful and pictureſque city in 


the world.” See page 6th of Mz CxEACH's Statiſtical 
account of Edinburgh | | | 


— — 


( 40 ) 
a DEACON, in his twofold capacity, I have 
to add, that unleſs his conſtituents are equal- 
ly zealous to perform heirs, his fituation 
will be none of the moſt comfortable. He 
is therefore entitled, to a re/befful ſubmiſſion, 
candid attention, and acquieſcence in every 
meaſure he. propoſes for the benefit of the 
Incorporation. On the contrary, if a divi- 


five and contradictory ſpirit prevails,. the So- 


ciety will decline, and its . intereſts ſuffer. 
No Society, whoſe laws are founded even 
on virtuous principles, can proſper while ſuch . 


a diſpoſition . obtains. , The end of all vir- 


tuous aſſociations being to promote the -H AP- 


PIN ESS of the individual, and to extend that 


happineſs to ALL: And in proportion as 
theſe great objects are kept in view, even 
the NATION itſelf will, by gradual approach- 
es, become more or leſs happy. The period 
of man's exiſtence in this world is but ſhort, 
(even at the longeſt), and ſo ſtrewed with 
thorns in the way, that it becomes the duty 
df ALL mutually to help and aſſiſt each other. 

There are BUuRGEssSEsS who belong not 
to any Incorporated Society, who, amongſt 


other privileges, are, if -NEEDFUL, entitled 


to have their sos educated in GEORGE 
HrRrioT's- 


G 

HERIO T's HoserTar.; a privilege of great 
value. For there, they are by their educa- 
tion inſtructed in the principles of the Eu- 
gliſh and Latin languages, writing and aritb- 
metic ; of Religion and early habits of vir- 

tue; and by theſe means, at a proper period 

of life, qualified to become apprentices in 

the various profeſſions of uſeful induftry. 
The MEMORY of the pious and worthy 
founder of this noble inſtitution, ought to 
be dear to every BURGESs. The numerous 
bleſſings which Society have derived from 
his PRINCELY bounty, have for more 
than a century paſt been experienced by the 
Country in general, and felt by the City of 

EDINBURGH in particular. They are in 
number and in magnitude too many, 
and too great, here to ſpecify. Suffice it 

then to ſay, that almoſt every profeſſion in 
life is indebted to this HosPITAL for ſhin- 
ing characters in their reſpective branches; 
and by the MUNIFICENCE of that GREAT 
and G00 man, Have proved, and 22{/ prove 
ornaments in human Society. It is with 
pleaſure I add, that the HosPITAL at Pre- 
ſent contains one hundred and ten boys, who, 
under the treaſurerſhip of MR James JAck- 
N SON 
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on 


SON Merchant, a Gentleman whoſe polite, 


agreeable, and condeſcending MANNER, point- 


edneſs and accuracy in buſineſs, will, it is pre- 


ſumed, FLOURISH and PROSPER. 90 that, 
in the attention and abilities of MR JACK- 
SON, the loſs of a venerable CARMICHAEL 
will be amply 2 


The 1 which 1 FOIA owe to TY 


other, whether conſidered as immediately con- 
nected with Incorporated Societies, or with the 


community at large, ought to be ſuch as take 


place among BRETHREN; and that of FRIEND- 


SHIP may comprehend the WHOLE. Al- 


though mankind are engaged in an amazing 
variety of purſuits, they may al UNITE in 


FRIENDSHIP; it is the moſt pleaſing, uſeful, 


and Happigſt tie in human Society. What 


ſweetens life? but FRIENDS HIP. What di- 
verts the cares of time ? but FRIENDSHIP. 
What alleviates pain and makes ſorrow ſmile? 
but FRIENDSHIP. Men could not. exiſt 


without Society; even the moſt Savage have 


formed themſelves into 7r:bes and clans ; al- 
though the more civilized part of mankind 


are united by ſuperior definite and ſolemn 


ties, 


i 


| 


n 

ties, binding them to mutual aſſiſtance and 
ſupport. This becomes a duty, and is be- 
ſides the intereſt of each individual, tending 
at the ſame time to the good of the WHOLE. 
If this. mutual aſſiſtance was ſuſpended or 
withdrawn, confuſion muſt follow, and in 
the end deſtruction to individuals, and ſub- 
verſion of the ſtate, 


Under the head of FRIENDSHIP, then, 
which includes mutual aſſiſtance, and every 
other ſocial obligation, I comprehend: the 
_ zohole duty which BurGEssEs owe to each 
other; whether as in the limited connection 
of a body corporate, or in the more extenſive 
ſphere of being connected with the cou - 
NIT v at large. In ſhort, thoſe duties cannot 
be better compriſed or condenſed, than into 
what is expreſſed and pointed out in the 
SACRED admonition, © DO UNTO OTHERS 
IAG FoU WISHOTHERS SHOULD DO UNTO 
5 YOU. = | 


"Phan I hive endeavoured, in as . 


a - aud ſimple language as I poſſibly could, 


to explain the MEA fn And EXTENT of the 
B RGE Ss OATH, as comprehending the 
practice of RELIGION, ALLEGIANCE 70 the 

King, 
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KinG, RESPECT and SUBMISSION 7 the 
AUTHORITY of the CIVIL MAGISTRATE, 
and the DUTIES which BURGESSES ove to 
each other... 


It now = with my. fellow BURGESSES 
to approve or not of my humble attempt. IE 
they are diſpoſed to pronounce judgment in 


the affirmative, I ſhall be happy in their ap- 


probation. If, however, they are of a di if 


. ferent opinion, I ſhall be ſorry at having in- 


curred their diſpleaſure, although I will 


have this for my comfort, That my motives 


were pure and diſintereſted. 


The compoſition and language may in both 


reſpects be agective, but the ſentiments are 
thoſe of my own heart, and, as ſuch, I have 


5 communicated them to the public with that 
Freedom which, as a BRITISH ſubjeRt, I am 


entivied - to 9 


Jes may praiſe or es they . 
are to me equally the objects of ind; ference } 
= Aare Gn my duty, that 1s my conſolation. 
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